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“Danger Came Smiling” is an original group exhibition 
featuring artists who use music as a medium, subject, 

and reference point for feminist messages. 
 

 
Stamford, CT - In “Danger Came Smiling,” art historian and published author, 
Maria Elena Buszek, brings together work by contemporary artists who use 
popular music as a medium, subject, and reference point for feminist 
messages. The show takes the title of an album by the unabashedly feminist 
punk band Ludus, led by artist Linder Sterling, whose career—emerging in the 
first wave of punk in the 1970s—is a pioneering example of the approaches at 
play in this exhibition. The show will be on view July 23, 2016 - Jan 1, 2017. Free 
public reception, July 23 from 6:00 – 8:00 pm with a VIP member preview from 
5:00 – 6:00pm. 
 
“By the late 1970s, visual artists like Robert Longo, Barbara Kruger, and Jean-
Michel Basquiat joined bands, and musicians like DEVO, Talking Heads, and 
Ann Magnuson treated their music as performance art, blurring the lines 
between popular music and visual art in ways that have profoundly affected 
contemporary art ever since,” explains Buszek.  Music and feminist activism are 
often associated with art student Kathleen Hanna’s work in starting the “Riot 
Grrrl” movement by way of her punk band Bikini Kill in the 1990s. This rich 
intersection of art, music, and activism will be explored more broadly in 
“Danger Came Smiling” through the work of artists who use punk, hip-hop, 
electronica, and jazz as part of their studio practice, and a reflection of their 
politics. The Franklin Street Works café will include an audio portion comprised 
of a “mixtape” relating to the items on display and eras under consideration in 
the exhibition. 
 
Exhibiting artists: Damali Abrams, Alice Bag, DISBAND, Wynne Greenwood 
(A.K.A. Tracy + the Plastics), Eleanor King, Ann Magnuson, Shizu Saldamando, 
and Xaviera Simmons 
 
ABOUT MARIA ELENA BUSZEK 
Maria Elena Buszek, Ph.D., is a scholar, critic, curator, and Associate Professor 
of Art History at the University of Colorado Denver, where she teaches courses 



	  

on modern and contemporary art. Her recent publications include the books 
Pin-Up Grrrls: Feminism, Sexuality, Popular Culture (Duke University Press 
Books, 2006) and Extra/Ordinary: Craft and Contemporary Art (Duke, 2011).  
She has also contributed writing to numerous, international exhibition 
catalogues and scholarly journals: most recently, essays in Dorothy Iannone: 
Censorship and the Irrepressible Drive Toward Divinity, Mark Mothersbaugh: 
Myopia, and In Wonderland: The Surrealist Adventures of Women Artists in 
Mexico and the United States. Buszek has also been a regular contributor to the 
popular feminist magazine BUST since 1999. Her current book project, Art of 
Noise, explores the ties between contemporary activist art and popular music. 
 
	  
ABOUT FRANKLIN STREET WORKS 
Franklin Street Works is a not-for- profit contemporary art space and café 
whose mission is to manifest contemporary art projects in a professional and 
welcoming setting. Franklin Street Works aims to broaden community 
participation in the arts, contribute to a larger arts dialogue, and cultivate 
emerging artists. To date, the organization has exhibited the work of more than 
250 artists, curated 22 original exhibitions, and organized approximately 120 
programs, including talks, tours, and performances. Their work has received 
national and regional support, including a two-year grant from the Andy Warhol 
Foundation for the Visual Arts and two matching grants from Fairfield County’s 
Community Foundation. Exhibitions have been recognized with positive reviews 
in major publications such as Artforum online, Art Papers, Modern 
Painters, Hyperallergic, Bomb blog, the Daily Beast, and artcritical.com. 
	  
GETTING THERE: 
Franklin Street Works is located at 41 Franklin 
Street in downtown Stamford, Connecticut, near 
the UCONN campus and less than one hour from 
New York City via Metro North. Franklin Street 
Works is approximately one mile (a 15 minute 
walk) from the Stamford train station. On street 
parking is available on Franklin Street (metered 
until 7 pm except on Sunday), and paid parking is 
available nearby in a lot on Franklin Street and in 
the Summer Street Garage (100 Summer Street), behind Target. Hours: Café: 
Tues-Fri, 10am – 5pm; Sat/Sun, 9am – 5pm. Gallery: Tues – Sun, 
12pm – 5pm. 
 
ACCESSIBILITY: 
Franklin Street Works has a temporary ramp for accessing our gallery. Please 
call the main landline during gallery hours 203-595-5211 or call Creative 
Director Terri Smith's cell 203-253-0404 or email terri@franklinstreetworks. for 
any access requests. The ramp is in the back entrance is up a curb, across 
approximately 4 feet of mulch from the next door parking lot which is accessible 
from the sidewalk. Once inside there is an elevator and bathrooms are large and 
clear but do not have access bars.



	  

	  


