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Franklin Street Works Presents Media Studies Event 
Exploring Alternative Facts, False Flags, and More 

 
Featuring artists Alexandra Bell and Jeff Ostergren, scholar Jack Bratich, and journalist 
Alexandria Neason 
 
Sunday, December 2  
Panel: 4-5:30 pm at the Ferguson Library, 1 Public Library Plaza, Stamford 
Reception: 5:45-7:00 at Franklin Street Works, 41 Franklin St., Stamford 
 
Stamford, CT - Franklin Street Works, a not-for-profit alternative art space, presents a free, 
public media studies panel exploring alternative facts, false flags, and more at the Ferguson 
Library Main Branch on Sunday, Dec. 2, 4-5:30 pm. It will be followed by a wine reception at 
Franklin Street Works from 5:45-7:00 pm. 
 
For the panel — moderated by New Haven artist and Franklin Street Works guest curator Jeff 
Ostergren — artist Alexandra Bell, scholar Jack Bratich, and journalist Alexandria Neason will 
explore media studies topics that connect to some of the themes in Ostergren’s exhibition, 
“False Flag: The Space Between Paranoia and Reason.” The group show is on view at Franklin 
Street Works through Jan. 6. 
 
Bell is a Brooklyn-based artist whose work explores media bias; Bratich is an Associate 
Professor in Journalism and Media Studies at Rutgers University and the author of "Conspiracy 
Panics: Political Rationality and Popular Culture" (2008); and Neason is a Columbia Journalism 

Review staff writer and former Village Voice reporter.  
 
The panel aims, in part, to explore the way in which the 'media' — in its various iterations of 
television news, talk radio, and social media — foster and in many cases actively create 
paranoia. This is of particular interest to Ostergren in that “the media, despite all indications of 
the opposite, still is often understood as objective. No matter the format, news is filtered through 
corporate agendas, personal perspectives, and latent or overt biases." 
 
 



The panelists will bring an on-the-ground perspective to the panel while Ostergren will connect 
larger themes to his curation of "False Flag" and discuss how contemporary art can bring 
alternate perspectives to dominant narratives.  
 
Citing exhibiting artist James Benning, Ostergren adds, “Benning’s two-channel video piece, 
‘Two Cabins,’ which features replicas of Henry David Thoreau and unabomber Ted Kaczynski's 
cabins, speaks to the double-sided nature of how ideas such as environmentalism and 
isolationism can go in very different directions in terms of action and portrayal by history.” 
 
“Franklin Street Works is excited to partner with the Ferguson Library on this timely event,” 
Franklin Street Works creative director Terri C Smith says. “I believe all of our exhibitions show 
the relevance of contemporary art in daily life, but this show does so tenfold with themes such 
as alternative facts, Internet fueled paranoia, and prepper culture. This panel will explore some 
of the topics in our current exhibition ‘False Flag’ through a multidisciplinary lens that includes 
art, journalism and media studies.” 
 
RSVPs are not required but are appreciated for planning purposes. RSVP: 
info@franklinstreetworks.org. 
 
 
ABOUT THE EXHIBITION:  
“False Flag” features videos, sculptures, paintings, and photographs that utilize 
paranoia as a visual representation and a means of production. The works and the way 
they are installed produce a kind of looping paranoid state of multiple voices, 
perspectives, and possibilities, leaving the viewer to establish their own position within 
this continuum.  
 
“False Flag” opens at a time when conspiracy theories -- Deep State cover-ups, denials 
of the Holocaust, 9/11, or the Sandy Hook shooting -- have taken an increasingly 
stronger hold on the popular consciousness. 
 
In contemporary contexts, the term “false flag” is used to describe a situation where a 
segment of the population believes that the government, seeking to increase their 
power or to push through specific agendas, has staged a traumatic event – such as a 
mass shooting or terrorist attack – and pinned the blame on an individual or terrorist 
cell.  
 
ABOUT FRANKLIN STREET WORKS 
Franklin Street Works is a not-for- profit contemporary art space whose mission is to manifest 
contemporary art in a professional and welcoming setting. Franklin Street Works aims to 
broaden community participation in the arts, contribute to a larger arts dialogue, and cultivate 



emerging artists. To date, the organization has exhibited the work of more than 350 artists, 
curated 30 original exhibitions, and organized approximately 150 programs, including talks, 
tours, and performances. Their work has received national and regional support, including two 
multi-year grants from the Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts as well as regional grants 
from Fairfield County’s Community Foundation, Connecticut Office of the Arts, New Canaan 
Community Foundation, among others. Exhibitions have been recognized with positive reviews 
in major publications such as Artforum online, Art in America online, Art Papers, The Brooklyn 

Rail , Huffington Post, Hyperallergic, Art New England , Modern Painters and Two Coats of Paint. 

 
GETTING THERE: 
Franklin Street Works is located at 41 Franklin Street in downtown Stamford, Connecticut. Click 
HERE for more on directions and parking.  
  
ACCESSIBILITY: 
Franklin Street Works has an ADA compliant ramp to our back door on the first floor and is 
accessible from Franklin St. Once inside there is an elevator and bathrooms are spacious but 
do not have grab bars.  
 
ABOUT THE FERGUSON LIBRARY 
The Ferguson Library is Stamford’s public library system, consisting of the Main Library, 
DiMattia Building; the Harry Bennett Branch; the Weed Memorial & Hollander Branch; the South 
End Branch and a traveling Bookmobile.  It provides free and equal access to information, 
ideas, books and technology to educate, engage and enrich the Stamford community.  
 
GETTING THERE  
The Ferguson Library is located at 96 Broad Street, Stamford, CT 06901. For more 
information on getting there, click here. 
 
ACCESSIBILITY:  
The Ferguson Library is ADA accessible.  
 
 

http://www.franklinstreetworks.org/visit/
https://fergusonlibrary.org/locations/#tab-id-2

